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tour the rice terraces

expat brats? 
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how to make them  behave
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tour the rice terraces

The Batad rice terraces are also known 
as “The Amphitheatre’

In the final installment of her North Luzon adventure, 

Tara Mahoney takes us to the amazing rice terraces of 

Banaue and Batad

travel

After the excitement of seeing 
Hanging Coffins in Sagada we 
headed to Banaue and Batad to 

check out the famous rice terraces and 
finish off our North Luzon adventure.

When people think rice terraces, 
they think Banaue, and with very 
good reason. The mud-walled terraces 
surrounding the town are one of the 
most famous sights in the Philippines 
and are immortalised on the 1000 

peso note. The terraces were built by 
the Ifugao around 2000 years ago and 
they invented a sophisticated irrigation 
system to bring water to the terraces 
that involved bamboo tubes and 
elaborate mud channels.

The town is centred around 
tourism, with numerous operators 
offering tours and treks around Banaue, 
Batad and other nearby terraces. We 
found it easy to get around with our 

own private 4WD, but there are lots of 
other options such as private or public 
jeepneys.

The road from Sagada to Banaue 
was mostly paved (a lovely change 
from the roads around Kabayan and 
Sagada) but it was still a hellish ride. 
The highway could be generously 
described as two-way and is carved 
into the side of the mountains, so one 
side drops perilously into a 100 metre 
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ABOVE Mark Schwarze and Tara Mahoney with their Batad guide 
BELOW Close up of the stonewalled terraces of Batad

sheer cliff face. Added to this are long 
sections where the road has fallen away 
due to landslides and is being rebuilt. 
I swear, there was more than one 
occasion where I saw the state of the 
road up ahead and shut my eyes hoping 
and praying that we would make it 
across the section in one piece. Not to 
be melodramatic or anything!

I have to say that after the prettiness 
of Sagada I was really disappointed 
with Banaue itself. Despite being 
surrounded by amazing scenery, it is 
in essence a dirty, bustling rural town 
and I’ve seen enough of those. The 
rice terraces surrounding the town 
were impressive, particularly when 
you consider that they are sculpted out 
of mud, not engineered out of stone 
like other terraces, but I will admit to 
feeling generally underwhelmed. 

There are a few good options for 
accommodation in the heart of Banaue 
and we stayed at the People’s Lodge and 
Restaurant where we scored a double 
room with private hot shower for 800 
pesos. 

There is a lot discussed about 
rooms with views versus rooms 
without views, but my room looked 
over a construction site and it didn’t 
negatively impact my journey at all. 
Trust me; you will see plenty of terraces 
so the extra 1000 pesos or more for 
a room with a view just didn’t make 
sense to me! 

Food options are generally confined 
to the restaurants attached to various 
hotels in town. We ate at People’s 
Restaurant and Sanafe Restaurant 
and both had good, simple Filipino or 
Asian food. The advantage of being in 
such a remote part of the country is 
that everything is super fresh and the 
vegetables were amazing. I also have 
to recommend the pineapple pancake 
at People’s Lodge for filling up before 

a day of hiking. It was fluffy, not too 
sweet and generally delicious with 
honey.

Everyone we spoke to was raving 
about the terraces in Batad (stone 
walled of course and also world 
heritage listed) and I was excited 
to see them. Batad is a small 
town with a population of about 
1000 scattered around a stunning 
valley. There is no road into Batad 
and they only got electricity 
about five years ago, so it doesn’t 
have the same over-run feeling as 
Banaue. 

It’s about one hour from 
Banaue to what’s called the 
Batad saddle. From the top 
of the saddle it is a 45 minute 
hike, straight down and steep 
in some places, until you reach 
the first part of the town. The 
view here is extraordinary. 
Stretching out in front of you, 
covering an impossible section 
of the mountain are the Batad 

Rice Terraces. They are known as ‘the 
amphitheatre’ and with good reason. 

It was at this point I realised the 
old adage of, “what goes up, must 
come down,” applied here in reverse 
and that those who hike down for 45 
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ABOVE View of Banaue and 
surrounding rice terraces 
from the higest lookout 
point on the road RIGHT 
Looking out over Banue and 
its mudwalled rice terraces 
from the restaurant at 
Greenview Lodge

fast facts: banaue

when to go
Banaue is beautiful at all times 
of the year, though to see the rice 
terraces at their peak, it’s best to 
time your visit before harvesting 
season. If you are craving some 
cool weather, head to Banaue 
from December to February and 
remember to pack your jumper for 
the chilly mountain nights

how to get there
It took us 4 hours to reach Banaue 
from Sagada by private 4WD. 
Buses run frequently. From Manila 
to Banaue it takes around 8 hours 
(obviously traffic changes from day 
to day!)

where to stay
We stayed at People's Lodge. The 
double rooms were serviceable 
and included a hot water shower in 
a private bathroom. Expect basic 
accommodation anywhere you stay, 
unless you head to the  Banaue 
Hotel, which is supposed to be the 
best hotel in town

what to see
You don’t have to look hard to find 
a rice terrace or two, but for my 
money Batad has the best ones 
around. Take a jeepney or private 
4WD to the crest (about 1 hour 
from Banaue) and then hike in. The 
views are magnificent! Banaue is 
also a great place to pick up wooden 
carvings, there are plenty of shops 
on the main road and they all have 
competitive prices and will bargain.

minutes will inevitably have to hike up 
for at least the same amount of time. 
So, with ‘the amphitheatre’ stretched 
out in front of me, I decided to stop 
at Simon’s for a very tasty tomato and 
mozzarella pizza while my dad hiked 
a further two hours through Batad 
village at the base of the valley and 
down to the Tappia Waterfall and back 
again.

Batad, and to a lesser extent 
Banaue, was a spectacular end to our 
North Luzon adventure. We got a 
fascinating look into the culture of The 
Cordillera in its many varied forms 

and experienced some of the most 
breathtaking scenery in the world. It 
is important to remember that while 
distances in this area are not vast, 
roads are poor, meaning that you could 
spend over an hour in the car and not 
have travelled particularly far. In total 
we were away six nights, and while we 
didn’t feel rushed, we did spend a lot 
of time in the car getting from place to 
place.

I cannot recommend this part of 
Luzon enough. If you have the chance 
to explore Kabayan, Sagad, Banaue 
or Batad, I am certain you will not be 
disappointed.  ■


